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Annual  Report  for  1900. 


3*  o  /Hue/  QiWbVvvwuvv  a-vucb  M&m&eAb'  'live/ 

Al©aAlfv  60-rwm/liAe/e . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  you  with  my  Fifth  Annual 
Report,  and.  in  doing  so,  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  large 
increase  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  though  the  death-rate 
from  the  same  is  only  slightly  increased ;  to  the  infant  death- 
rate,  which  is  decreased  ;  the  general  death-rate,  which  is  lower, 
and  the  birth-rate,  which  remains  practically  the  same. 

I  purpose  to  arrange  this  report  as  in  former  years. 

I.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
336,  176  males  and  160  females,  being  an  increase  on  the 
number  in  1899,  which  was  329.  The  number  of  deaths  during 
the  year  was  229,  112  males  and  117  females,  being  a  decrease 
on  the  number  in  1899,  which  was  242. 
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The  natural  increase  at  the  end  of  the  year,  being  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  107,  as  compared  with  87  in 
1899,  and  115  in  1898.  There  were  28  deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases,  6  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  largest 
number  of  deaths  from  one  cause  was  10  from  Whooping 
Cough,  of  which  disease  there  were  a  great  many  cases  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  This  gives  us  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of 
1*5  per  1,000  population,  and  100-4  per  1,000  deaths. 


Of  these  2  died  from  Scarlet  Fever  ;  10  from  Whooping 
Cough  ;  3  from  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ;  8  from 
Enteric  Fever ;  and  5  from  Diarrhoea. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  22*3  per  1,000  population, 
as  compared  with  22-1  in  1899,  and  25  in  1898,  and  the  death- 
rate  (general)  was  15-2,  as  compared  with  16*2  in  1899,  and 
17*2  in  1898,  per  1,000  population.  The  number  of  infants 
who  died  under  twelve  months  of  age  was  44,  as  compared  with 
56  in  1899,  and  56  in  1898.  The  chief  causes  of  death  in  these 
cases  were  Whooping  Cough,  Convulsions,  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  etc. 

II.  With  regard  to  the  sanitary  work  done  during  the 
year,  there  were  113  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported,  44 
under  5  years,  and  69  above,  a  great  increase  on  the  previous 
year,  which  was  29,  chiefly  due  to  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
which  started  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 


The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  has  been 
in  force  since  July  1st,  1899.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Preven¬ 
tion)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
are  also  in  force. 


The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  notified  cases, 
and  of  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  : — 


a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

/• 

9* 

h. 


Diphtheria  . 

Notified  Cases. 

.  5  . . 

Deaths. 

.  3 

Typhoid  Fever . . 

.  5  . 

.  8 

Measles . 

.  0  . 

.  0 

Whooping  Cough . . 

.  0  . 

.  10 

Small- Pox . 

.  0  . 

.  0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

.  94  . 

.  2 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

...  0  . 

.  5 

Erysipelas . 

.  9  . 

.  1 
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The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  T5  per  1,000  population,  and 
100-4  per  1,000  deaths,  as  compared  with  1-1  and  70-2  in  1899, 
which  is  an  increase  though  not  a  large  one.  113  cases  were 
notified,  and  47  houses,  106  rooms,  and  1  cab  disinfected.  In 
every  case  where  Infectious  Disease  was  notified,  the  house  was 
visited  by  myself,  disinfectants  were  supplied,  and  printed 
instructions  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  left, 
and  the  houses  were  again  visited  and  disinfected  with  carbolic 

O 

acid  and  sulphur. 

We  have  not  yet  got  any  apparatus  for  disinfecting  clothing 
and  bedding,  but  the  matter  is  being  attended  to,  and  I  am 
expecting  we  shall  have  it  shortly. 

With  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  there  were  so  many 
cases  notified,  viz.: — 94,  compared  with  17  in  1899  ;  though 
there  were  single  cases  occurring  during  the  whole  year,  the 
majority  were  in  November  and  December,  and  the  situation 
was  Eouglitown  and  Mossley,  with  only  a  very  few  cases  in 
Micklehurst. 

A  scheme  to  provide  a  Joint  Infectious  Diseases’  Hospital 
for  the  Boroughs  of  Stalybridge  and  Mossley,  has  been  started, 
and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  carried  out.  The  May  Hills’ 
Hospital,  which  has  accommodation  for  8  patients,  can  only  be 
used  for  Small- Pox. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Small-Pox  during  the  year. 

There  were  5  cases  of  Diphtheria,  the  same  number  as  in 
1899. 

There  were  5  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  as  compared  with  4 
in  1899,  and  there  were  3  deaths,  none  in  1899.  These  were 
all  sporadic  cases,  occurring  at  different  parts  of  the  town,  and 
at  different  times  of  the  year.  Any  defect  in  the  drains  was 
immediately  attended  to.  There  was  no  reason  to  suspect 
either  the  water  or  milk  supply  in  any  of  these  cases.  In  two 
doubtful  cases,  Bacteriological  Examination  wras  made  in  Dr. 
Delepine’s  Laboratory,  and  shewn  not  to  be  Typhoid. 

The  water  supply  is  satisfactory  and  good,  and  there  has 
not  been  so  much  grumbling  about  the  muddiness  since  the 
mains  have  been  cleared  out. 
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There  have  been  no  deaths  reported  from  arsenical  poison¬ 
ing. 


There  were  9  cases  of  Erysipelas,  but  none  of  Puerperal 
Fever. 

I  have  inspected  and  notified  any  insanitary  conditions  in 
the  district,  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  where  nec¬ 
essary,  notice  has  been  given  for  the  removal  of  the  nuisance. 
I  have  visited  the  registered  lodging-houses  and  bake-houses, 
etc.,  and  found  them  in  good  condition.  I  have  attended  the 
Meetings  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  advised  on  matters  con¬ 
cerning  the  Public  Health. 

I  attended  the  Meeting  in  London,  concerning  the  Joint 
Hospital  Scheme. 

In  infectious  cases  I  have  visited  the  houses  a  second  time, 
and  in  some  cases  three  times,  and  examined  the  children  and 
certified  their  fitness  to  return  to  school. 

At  the  Sewage  Works  the  sewage  was  treated  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  year  with  ferrozone  and  alumino  ferric, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  partly  by  the  above 
method  and  partly  in  septic  tanks,  which  are  acting  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

III.  There  is  still  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
town.  Over  70  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  already  been 
reported  in  1901,  the  majority  Scarlet  Fever,  and  a  few  Diphth¬ 
eria.  Apart  from  these  diseases,  there  is  not  more  sickness  than 
is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

A  great  deal  of  sanitary  work  connected  with  house  drain¬ 
age  and  trapping  has  been  done. 

The  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  not  been  a  severe  one,  there 
have  only  been  very  few  deaths  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
cases  notified. 

The  Whooping  Cough  was  more  severe,  and  accounted  for 
more  deaths  than  in  previous  years. 
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The  chief  diseases  of  the  district  are  Diseases  of  the  Chest, 
Heart  Disease,  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  those  incidental  to 
childhood. 

I  now  give  Tables  of  Mortality,  Birth  and  Death-Rates,  as 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  I. 

For  the  whole  District. 

Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  year,  1900,  15,009  ; 
average  for  the  last  five  years,  14,674. 

Births,  1900,  number  386,  rate  22-3  ;  average  for  the  last  five 

years,  336,  22-9. 

Deaths  under  1  year,  1900,  number  44,  rate  per  1,000  deaths, 
130-9  ;  average  for  the  last  five  years,  52*6,  158*2. 

Deaths  at  all  ages,  1900,  number  229,  rate  15-2  ;  average  for 

the  last  five  years,  235*2,  16. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  .  3,929 

Population  at  last  Census  .  14,162 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  about. .  3,000 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  .  4*7 


Table  II. 

No  division  into  districts  has  been  made. 
Table  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  vear  : — 

•  d 


Diphtheria  . 

Under 

5  Years. 

2  . 

Over 

5  Years. 

.  3 

Erysipelas  . 

1  ...... 

. .  8 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  41  . 

.  53 

Enteric  7,  ............. 

.  0  . 

.  5 

Total . 

.  44 

Total . 

.  69 

Total  at  all  ages,  113. 


0 


Table  IV. 

Cases  of  and  ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1900  : — 


All 

Ages 

Under 
1  Year 

Bet’n 
1  &  5 

5  &  15 

15&25 

25  &  65 

above 

65 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  * 

Diphtheria  and  ) 

q 

1 

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup  [ 

o 

•  •  • 

1 

± 

-L 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

"W hooping  Cough  . 

10 

5 

5 

♦  •  • 

Croup  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever . 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

Influenza . 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  .  . 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Enteritis . 

6 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Phthisis  . 

13 

•  ♦  • 

2 

11 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.. 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

... 

Cancer  &  Malignant  Disease. 

11 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

24 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

15 

Pneumonia . 

25 

6 

6 

1 

2 

9 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  ) 

Respiratory  Organs  f 

i 

i 

•  •  • 

•  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Alcoholism . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Premature  Birth  . 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diseases  and  | 

o 

Q 

Accidents  of  Parturition  | 

o 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

O 

•  e  • 

Heart  Disease . 

28 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

10 

]  3 

Accidents  . 

11 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Suicides  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  t  , 

1 

•  •  • 

All  other  causes . 

61 

17 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

22 

20 

Totals . 

229 

44 

25  1 

6 

12 

87 

55 

Birth-Rate  . 

Death-Rate,  Infant .. 
,,  General 

,,  Zymotic 

33  3  3 


22*3  per  1,000  Population. 

130-9  ,,  Births  Registered. 

15-2  ,,  Population. 

1*5 

10Q-4  ,,  Deaths. 
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During  the  year,  2  cwts.  of  food  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  were  seized  and  destroyed. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  HEALEY,  M.B., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 

Report. 


February  11th,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

In  the  Third  Annual  Report,  which  I  have  the  privilege  of 
laying  before  you,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  progress  of  sani¬ 
tary  improvement  in  your  district  has  still  been  vigorous  during 
the  last  12  months. 

These  improvements  have  resulted  in  the  abolition  of  a 
considerable  number  of  defective  stone  drains  and  cesspools, 
the  disconnection  of  slopstone  pipes,  and  the  drains  wherever 
possible  connected  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  ;  this 
sewage  had,  previously,  either  been  discharged  on  to  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  or  discharged  into  the  river. 

The  defective  drains  have  been  replaced  by  good,  earthen¬ 
ware  pipes,  of  sufficient  size,  laid  to  proper  gradients,  with  ce¬ 
ment  joints  ;  wherever  these  drains  had  to  pass  underneath  a 
house  they  were  laid  in  6  inch  concrete,  and,  where  necessary, 
connected  to  your  sewers.  23  disconnecting  traps  and  inspec¬ 
tion  chambers  have  been  placed  to  the  various  drainage  systems, 
which  will  facilitate  inspection  and,  at  the  same  time,  comply 
with  your  bye-laws.  They  are  also  ventilated  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  them  becoming  a  nuisance,  all  slopstone  pipes  dis¬ 
connected  and  trapped. 


The  houses  which  have  been  so  dealt  with  number  .  534 

The  houses  which  have  had  new  connections  to  sewers  nmbr.  218 

The  number  of  feet  of  drainage  required  . 4626 

The  number  of  traps  required  .  ...  248 

The  length  in  feet  of  new  troughing  . 1423 

The  length  in  feet  of  repaired  troughing . .  342 

The  length  in  feet  of  new  downspouts .  348 
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There  has  also  been  29  closets  built,  of  these,  18  are  water 
closets,  with  proper  soil  and  ventilating  shafts,  and  11  are  on 
the  pail  system. 

5  urinals  to  public  houses  have  been  re-modelled. 

There  has  been  360  nuisances  reported,  of  which  297  have 
been  abated,  requiring  the  service  of  89  notices. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  are  47 ;  number  of  rooms 
disinfected,  106  ;  sanitary  cab,  1. 

The  following  new  sewering  has  been  done  : — 

Bury  St.,  151  yards.  Seel  St,,  82  yards.  Batley  St.,  44  yards. 

Back  George  St.,  74  yards. 

Some  slight  alteration  has  been  done  to  the  Abney  Road 
sewer  to  facilitate  its  discharge  and  inspection,  also  to  prevent 
its  becoming  over  charged  and  flooding  the  cellars  adjoining. 

The  work  done  by  this  department  in  the  removal  of  house 
refuse  is  as  follows  : — 

The  number  of  loads  of  ashes  removed  was  3,740. 

The  number  of  sanitary  pails  emptied  was  53,612. 


The  analysis  of  which  is  as  follows : — • 


Houses  . 

...  39,832 

Fish  Shops . 

.  312 

Mills . 

..  10,348 

Gas  Works . 

.  156 

Slaughter-houses . . . 

..  1,716 

Schools . 

936 

53,612 

Workshops  . 

312 

Slaughtek-Houses. 

I  have  inspected  the  slaughter-houses  of  the  borough,  and 
find  that  for  the  most  part  they  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  condition  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  town  appears  to  be  of 
a  satisfactory  nature  and  free  from  disease. 
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There  has  been  one  new  slaughter-house  built  during  the 
year,  the  ventilation,  cleansing  and  drainage  of  which  are  very 
satisfactory. 

The  Contagious  Disease  (Animals)  Acts. 

There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  disease  in  the  district,  al¬ 
though  we  have  been  called  upon,  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
on  three  occasions  to  make  special  inspections  to  see  whether 
any  cases  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  existed  in  the  district, 
with  a  view  to  immediate  reports  being  given. 

The  farms  have  been  regularly  inspected,  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milksliops’  Order  of  1885.  Under  this  order  I 
have  served  14  notices  to  owners,  to  make  necessary  alterations, 
regarding  the  lighting,  ventilating,  cleansing,  water  supply, 
drainage,  and  for  the  available  amount  of  cubic  air  space  per 
cow,  and,  in  general,  to  meet  your  requirements  of  the  above 
order. 

There  is  practically  no  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  as  it 
is  delivered  to  the  public. 

Sewage  Works. 

The  effluent  from  these  works  continues  to  be  satisfactory, 
the  last  sample  of  effluent  taken  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell 
Rivers’  Committee  shows,  upon  analysis,  sufficient  purification 
to  be  placed  amongst  the  best  effluents  of  the  watershed. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  TAYLOR, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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